


Organism: Any living thing.

How many different organisms are there in your classroom?

Words to Know
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Habitat: The place where an organism                                                           

lives. 
What sort of habitat would be best for the following 

animals?
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Ecosystem: A unit of plants, animals, and nonliving 

components of an environment that interact

What are some ways in which organisms interact with each 

other?
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A body part, body covering, or behavior that helps an 

animal survive in its environment is an Adaptation.
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All animals adapt to their environment in some way, and many 

animals have more than one adaptation to help them 

survive in their habitat.

There are two main types of animal adaptations:

Physical Adaptations are characteristics of an organism’s body 

that make it better suited to its environment.

Behavioral Adaptations are they ways an organism acts that 

make it better suited to its environment.
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Camouflage is an adaptation like a protective coloring, marking, or 

disguise that makes an organism appear to be part of its surroundings.

that helps an animal blend in.
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Can you find the animals in the following 

pictures?
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Size is an adaptation for some animals. How could being very

small, very large or something in between be an adaptation?
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Squids have huge eyes so they can see in low light.

Snakes use their tongues to smell! Their excellent 

sense of smell helps them track their food.

Sharks have a “sixth” sense: they have a 

special organ in their snout than can detect the 

small electric field around all living things. 

https://www.allatsea.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Squid-2.jpg
https://infinitespider.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/garter-snake-ken-hip-flicker-sharing.jpg
https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/S/sgp-catalog-images/region_US/7ucwd-2NKRB3AG61P-Full-Image_GalleryBackground-en-US-1579300456765._SX1080_.jpg


Some animals have adaptations that help them adapt to 

the weather in their habitat. Many animals in northern 

areas, for example, have thick coats or a layer of fat 

while animals in the south frequently have thin coats or 

like swimming to cope with the heat.
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Some animals can get to places other animals cannot. 

This both protects them from their predators and also 

allows them to reach food other animals can’t get to. 
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Most animals have some sort of defense against their 

predators. 

Some animals can run away quickly

Some animals travel in 

large groups, which 

makes it hard to a 

predator to pick out just 

one animal. 

Some animals have sharp teeth or claws and can fight 

back if they’re attacked. 
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Some animals exhibit a trait called Mimicry. Mimicry is 

the act of using colors or markings to look like another 

organism or object.

The Hawk Moth’s caterpillar mimics a 

snake to help protect itself from 

predators. 

This butterfly mimics an owls eyes 

to scare away potential predators.
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We’ve looked at a few examples of animal adaptations, 

but really most physical or behavioral characteristics of 

animals are an adaption of some sort or another. 

Can you think of some other ways in which animals adapt 

to their environments?
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By yourself or in a small group write the name of each of 

the following animals and the habitat in which they live. 

Then list two adaptations that allow it to survive in that 

habitat. 
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REVIEW:

Can you define the following terms?

What are some adaptations that make 

you especially suited to your 

environment?

• Organism

• Habitat

• Ecosystem

• Adaptation

• Physical Adaptation

• Behavioral Adaptation

• Camouflage

• Mimicry


